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Debate Between Cecil Chesterton and George Sylvester Viereck 
AT THE CORT THEATRE—JANUARY SEVENTEENTH, 1915 


Cecil Chesterton, one of England's most noted writers and considered to be her ablest debater, i his way to 
America. He has challenged George Sylvester Viereck to debate the issues of the war. His hat is in the ring 
Mr. Viereck has accepted the challenge. 

The debate will be held on the evening of January | 7th, 1915, in the Cort Theatre at 8.30 sharp. 

Prof. William R. Shepherd of Columbia University and Louis H. Wetmore will act as chairmen. 

Mr. Viereck’s share of the proceeds, after expenses have been deducted, will be donated to the German Red Cross. 

Mr. Chesterton will donate the surplus above his expenses to the Belgian Relief Fund. 


In order that the audience should not consist entirely of British sympathizers, The 
Fatherland has purchased one-half of the tickets and now offers them to our friends. 
Make your reservations at once because the capacity of the house is limited. 
PRICES FOR SEATS: 
Boxes—$25, $20, and $15 (seating six people, one extra chair if desired). Reserved seats—$2.50 to 75 cents. 
THE FATHERLAND - - - - - - 1123 Broadway, New York City 


What Germany Wants | “Truth About Germany 
Farida ale eles oe Facts About the War” 


Pr n This is the volume that has 20 greatly influenced 
“This is by far the most persuasive of the Pro-German public opinion that the Alllies have been forced 
pleas before the bar of American public opinion.” to prepare another book in which they will attempt 
—N. Y. Independent. eer i unassailable pa brought forth by 

“A book like this should powerfully help to give the dis- rmany's foremost men and women, 
pests ERA See BI AE es tee In the words of Prof, Burgess, it should be in the 


4th Edition. $1.10 Postpaid best in Germany, 
The Fatherland 1123 Broadway, New York | THE FATHERLAND, br tone yi New Xak 


GERMANY'S JUST CAUSE |The German White Book 


Leading American Thinkers 


This new book cuts deeper into the tremendous 
issues of the day than anything yet published in 
America, Such authoritic Prof. John W, Bur- 

ess, Prof, Wm. M. Sloani f. Herbert Sanborn, 

r. Walter S. McNeill, Prof. Morris Jastrow, Prof. 
Ferdinand Schevill, Prof. Thomas C. Hall, and others 
who have the right to speak, have contributed to this 


There are many original telegrams and notes included 
in the pages of “The German White Book” It 
would be impossible to find a more authentic, truth- 
ful and actual account of the cause of this great and 
unfortunate European conflict. You need this book. 
It will help you to see the facts as they really are. It 


remarkable volume. Read what these representa- 
tive and unprejudiced native Americans have to say. 
Everybody can afford to buy it. Everybody ought 


to have it. 
PRICE TEN 
THE FATHERLAND - 


The Modern Army In Action 


By Major-General John F. O’Ryan 
Commanding N. Y. Dry of National Guard 
Capt. W. D. A. Anderson, U. S. A, 
Corps of Engineers, formerly instructor in Milter) Scienes at, West Point 
An elementary study of the weenie ate fol sel ken tora how the great armies are mobilized, how 
Introduction by Major-General Leonard Wood, U. S. A. x 
As a practical study of military operations it will be of great interest to the | i ble service to the 
ethos and men of tho National Guard. who lave no tine to miir or dide oe cate end at ora ence SE 
Much that has been printed in the daily press about the strategy of the great war is grotesque and improbable. This 
book will enable every one to easily follow the movements of the great armies and determine their future action 
where lines are established by military precedent 
Svo. Illustrated. $1.50 net; postage 14c. 
THE FATHERLAND - - - - 1123 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


When Answering Advertisements Please Mention Tae FATRERLAND, 


contains 32 pages of new and vitally interesting facts. 
The Price is Ten Cents 

CENTS ‘ork 
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THE GOVERNMENT AS A BUSINESS PARTNER 


By Frank Koester 
Anthor of “Modern Clty Planning snd Maintenance.” “Hydeedecsle Derdopments and Eogineing.” “The Price of noMdenes.” Bie. 


(“The orgy of detraction of the last ten years,” writes the New York “Globe” in an editorial praising the articles 
written by Mr. Prank Koester for Tue FATHERLAND, “is in a degree responsible for a halt in business enterprise 
that has lessened the general welfare.” Unfortunately, this is only too true and in hardly anything Teutonic can 
the Americans learn so much as from the way in which Germany takes care of her trusts and at the same time 
protects the public. In Germany there is scarcely any agitation against Big Business because Big Business serves 
the people as well as profits by its dealings with the masses. Mr. Koester points out how the Government in Ger- 
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many actually becomes a partner in many great enterpri 

the citizens. In his fifth article, which will appear in_th 

of German success—E ficiency.) 

GEHN city, state and imperial governments enter 
very freely into all kinds of business activities not 

only on their own account but as both direct and indirect 

partners of business concerns, 

They also exercise a wide variety of regulative powers 
and there is, in fact, no business activity or operation 
which the governments hesitate to enter upon if it be re- 
garded as desirable to do so. 

Dividends Declared by German Cities 

The governments of the different German states in 
1911 received profits from their various business under- 
takings of $282,749,225, which capitalized on a 4 per 
cent. basis, represents roughly $7,000,000,000 worth of 
state-owned dividend yielding enterprises. Thirty-eight 
Per cent. of all the governmental financial requirements 
were met out of these earnings. 

The free city of Hamburg, when it entered the German 
Empire in 1871, retained the right to remain a free 
Port, and with the growth of German industry and com- 
merce, Hamburg has increased its harbor facilities to 
such an extent that it is now the second seaport in the 
world. In the total foreign commerce, it exceeded in 
1912 that of London by more than $150,000,000. The 
German Empire contributed $10,000,000 towards the con- 
struction of the harbor facilities, while the city contrib- 
uted some $40,000,000, j 

The municipalities, particularly, engage in a wide 
Variety of enterprises, some of which it is regarded de- 
sirable to run for profit while others are conducted with 
the idea of supplying the product or service at cost. 

The cities do not hesitate to conduct operations for 
Profit and for all the profit in sight and out of their 
business enterprises they often, as has been noted pre- 


s and provides security for the monopolies as well as for 


ext issue, Mr. Frank Koester will discuss the keynote 


viously, derive a large part of the necessary revenues of 
government and even pay dividends to citizens. 
Public Utilities Owned by the Public 

Perhaps the most notable type of direct partnership 
between citizens and the government in business enter- 
prises is that of the electrical supply and service com- 
panies. 

A wide variety of practice is found in this field. Some 
of the largest enterprises are those of water power plant 
developments, in which the government advances a large 
proportion of the capital, as the rate of profit at the out- 
set would be too small to justify private capital in as- 
suming the responsibility of the work. 

Electrical energy from these great installations is 
made use of in hundreds of cities within a wide radius, 
and being sold at a very low rate, industry of all kinds 
is promoted and built up. 

In the absence of such governmental initiative, such 
industries would never have come into existence, and 
without the cheap light and power thus obtainable, Ger- 
man manufacturers would not have been able to com- 
pete as they have with the manufacturers of other 
countries. 

The co-operation of the government thus is seen to be 
a highly vital factor in German progress. 

In cities out of the reach of these power installations 
the government enters into partnerships of various forms 
with electrical service companies in promoting the manu- 
facture and use of current, 

These generating companies deal not only with the 
government of the empire but of the cities and enter into 
different arrangements, as the circumstances suggest. In 
some cities the companies pay a royalty on their receipts, 
in others both the company and the government con- 
tribute the necessary capital anti share in the profits, but 
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the company bears the losses, if any; in others the city 
supplies the capital and the company operates the plant, 

The particular arrangement depends entirely on the 
circumstances of the case, but the guiding principle in 
such undertakings is that the government has the same 
freedom of contractual relations with business men as 
if it were a purely business undertaking acting for the 
interest of its stockholders, the citizens being regarded 
as the stockholders of the social corporation, 

And the German city conducts its operations with just 
as much, if not more, ability than the business man. 

From time immemorial this has been the case, though 
for a period, a half century ago, the idea of government 
as a purely police matter gained such ground as to par- 
alyze communal undertakings. A recrudescence of busi- 
ness activity has occurred in the last generation and gov- 
ernmental business activity is a growing and important 
phase of German progress, 


The Municipality Not a Competitor 

The government, however, doees not assume the atti- 
tude of a competitor of private business, but rather that 
of a leader. Every possible assistance is extended to the 
business man in Germany to enlarge his activities both 
at home and abroad, in banking, in manufacture, and in 
commerce, 

The government employs a large force of business 
agents and technical experts who examine conditions 
abroad in all lines, who report on prospective develop- 
ments, progress in inventions and manufacturing for the 
benefit of bankers and the technical side of manufacture 
at home, enabling German manufacturers constantly to 
keep up to date; at the same time pointing out trade op- 
portunities and showing ways by which they may best 
be taken advantage of. They arrange for the establish- 
ment of banks and means of speedy communication and 
transport and act in every way as heralds of business, 

To the activity of these foreign agents is due much 
of Germany's vast export trade. 

The attention of the government, however, is devoted 
to the promotion of business activity at home no less 
than abroad, and it affords manufacturers and business 
men facilities which are unknown in other countries. 

It assumes an active and far-seeing control over the 
operations of business firms and regulates competition 
with the object of protecting business men against trade 
wars among themselves, and of safeguarding the public 
against undue price fluctuations, This in turn makes a 
stable market upon which manufacturers and business 
men may base reasonable commitments and pursue defi- 
nite operations. 

The result is that the whole fabric of business life 
moves forward in a well-ordered progress and is not 
marked by the’ injurious and destructive struggles of un- 
bridled competition such as is found in the United States 
where the smaller business organizations are constantly 
being exterminated by the rapacity of the larger units. 


How Cermany Takes Care of Her Trusts 


In the treatment of trusts, Germany shows the enor- 
mous advantage of a proper participation in business life 
by the government, 

Germany recognizes the advantage to the public in 
the carrying out of certain business activities on a larger 
scale and therefore does not attempt to suppress the 
trusts, but supervises their organization and operation in 
such a way as to obtain the greatest degree of justice for 
all concerned. 

The theory upon which the government acts is that the 
trusts or syndicates, known better as cartels, do not vio- 
late the principles of trade liberty but are a real protec- 
tion to the public as a whole. 

‘Under the rulings of the courts on the subject, abso- 
Jute or partial monopolization by many. cartels has been 
brought about, and restriction of output and price im- 
posed, which makes the business remunerative and tends 
to the satisfaction of the public and the stability of 
business, 

The German cartel is somewhat different from the 
American trust, as the American trust has at present de- 
veloped, and resembles more the original form of Amer- 
ican combination known as the pool. 

Pools were originally organized by American business 
men as a means of stopping ruinous trade competition, 
which had the effect of cutting prices to such a point 
that the business became unprofitable and bankruptcy and 
stagnation followed, disorganizing allied and dependent 
lines of business. 

Competitors on going into pools made various arrange- 
ments, some to regulate prices, others allotting certain 
territory to certain members, and in some instances all 
the earnings were pooled and divided among the mem- 
bers in certain agreed proportions, 

The pools proved successful in accomplishing the pur- 
pose for which they were organized, but not content with 
fair profits, became oppressive when strong enough to 
control the field, whereupon the injured consumers ap- 
pealed to the national and state governments and laws 
were passed making pools illegal, and secking to restore 
a state of competition. 

The uninformed state of public opinion at that time, 
and the incompetent legislative programs following; 
plunged the United States into a most disastrous com 
mercial anarchy. The Country is still suffering and will 
long continue to suffer from the effects of the fatally 
wrong policy then adopted and still persisted in, the 
policy that a condition of unbridled competition is a de 
sirable state for the business world. 


The Causes that Created the Trusts 


Business men, finding that they could not protect them- 
selves from each other by means of pools, began to form 
trusts, which were pools of which there was no written 
evidence, that is, the members trusted each other in their 
illegal arrangements and “gentlemen's agreements” took 
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the place of pooling contracts. This form of operation 
proving dangerous and unstable, the passage of laws was 
secured in certain states, chiefly New Jersey, enabling 
holding companies to be organized, By this means an 
cnormous company would be organized which would 
purchase outright the business of all the competitors in a 
given line, and the former rivals in business would be- 
come stockholders of and often officials of the holding 
company, operating their plants as integral portions of 
the controlling concern, The name of trust became at- 
tached to these great companies, which were immediately 
formed in vast numbers, so that in the fifteen years, be- 
tween 1890 and 1905, a great part of the business of 
the whole country came to be organized in the form of 
these gigantic companies, 
Uncle Sam’s Failure to Unscramble 

During this time the lawmakers and executors of the 
federal government were conveniently oblivious of the 
process, and not until too late was public opinion aroused. 

Thereupon laws intended to “unscramble” these great 
and complicated concerns were passed, and after long 
and intolerable delays the government is slowly proceed- 
ing to break them up into smaller but still formidable 
units, which for years are unlikely to become competitors 
of each other. 

Thus the government has failed to carry out the 
wishes of the people and the people themselves have not 
expressed wishes which would solve the problem. They 
have demanded destruction of the trusts but only aim to 
restore the very conditions out of which the trusts grew. 
There has been no movement as yet to establish such con- 
ditions of properly limited competition as will enable 
business men to exist and not be destroyed by richer 
organizations. 


The German Policy Benefits Both Monopolies and 
the Public 


The policy of Germany has been, on the contrary, one 
which disregarding the fallacies of uninformed popular 
opinion, which in this country is usually formed by an 
interested partisan press, and taking all the elements into 
consideration, stepped in at the critical juncture and es- 
tablished a condition of compromise calculated to pro- 
mote the best interests of all concerned. The pools were 
not forbidden, but the government, by taking a hand in 
their operations, prevented the ‘extortion and exploita- 
tion of the public and regulated the relations of their 
members, 

The result is that there is no trust problem in Ger- 
many. Even the Socialists are contented with the opera- 
tions of the cartels, as they believe they are a step toward 
ultimate complete governmental control. 

Had the Supreme Court of the United States not de- 
cided against consolidation of railroads in the Northern 
Pacific case, there is but little doubt that by this time all 
the railroads of the country would have been organized 
into a few large groups, which could have very simply 


been taken over by the government, avoiding the enor- 
mous losses to stockholders which have ensued in inter- 
ested operations of insiders since that time. 

‘The disastrous step taken by our lawmakers in break- 
ing up the pools and thus driving business men into the 
formation of enormous corporations did not occur in 
Germany. The result is that the public not only does 
not object to the cartels but even supports them, The 
only friction that develops in the cartels is internal antag- 
onism of members. 


The Cartel an Institution Supported by the People 

A cartel is not a single large corporation, but a com- 
bination of independent firms and companies who enter 
into an agreement lasting for a certain term of years, 
usually not more than five, No shares of stocks are is- 
sued by the cartel, The members of the cartels are usu- 
ally companies of two kinds; the ordinary stock com- 
pany, issuing shares of limited liability, and the company 
issuing “Kuxe” shares, which are assessible at any time 
and of unlimited liability, having the practical effect of 
making the holders members of a firm. 

Each member company of a cartel has a representative 
on the board of the cartel and this board manages the 
affairs of the cartel, Its principal duty is to fix the 
quota of the whole output which is permitted to the 
several members. Each member desires as large a quota 
of production as possible, and if dissatisfied with its al- 
lotment, on the expiration of the cartel has the privilege 
of refraining from re-entering and of conducting its 
business independently. h 

As a matter of fact, even independent concerns adopt 
the standards of the cartels and do not enter into unjus- 
tifiable competition. 

If they attempted to do so, or if the cartel attempted 
monopolization, it would be quickly brought to book by 
the courts for violation of the laws against unfair com- 
petition, which are drastic and promptly enforced. 

The government itself not only regulates the operation 
of the cartel but is at times a member, operating its works 
and limiting its output and selling at prices fixed by the 
cartel board. 

Whenever it is necessary to carry out the proper func- 
tions, special laws are passed, as in the case of the potash 
syndicate, which is composed of seventy-six members, 
and which has a complete monopoly of the field produc- 
ing only certain amounts and selling at fixed prices. 

The United States has a trust problem, it has destruc- 
tive and wasteful business competition, its smaller busi- 
ness men must struggle to exist, and the public is con- 
tinually mulcted because of trusts, all arising out of the 
uninformed condition of public opinion at a critical time, 
and the reluctance to place in the hands of the govern- 
ment powers of pool regulation. Even yet public opinion 
does not recognize that the true solution is regulation and 
not unbridled competition, The happy results of the 
German policy deserve the attention of every public- 
spirited American, 
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WHAT THREE NATIVE AMERICANS THINK 


(Here are three letters sent to the editors of Tux Farnertanp by native-born Americans, capable of thinking for themselees 
and of explaining their viewpoint in terse and vigorous manner. Their opinion is no doubt shared by millions of other Americons 
and we prophesy the not distont time when the newspapers of the land will echo the real judgment of the American public.) 


December 11, 1914. 
Dear Sit 

Please place me on your mailing list for the publication Tre 
Farnertann and please send bill for same. 

I have read with interest the article in the last issue, all of 
which is a splendid presentation of facts which should be known 
to every American, and if known there would not be such a 
marked sentiment of prejudice and partiality shown by the aver- 
age American in regard to the present European troubles, 

Experience teaches that there are two things that Americans 
are deficient in, and that is in their knowledge of the people and 
nations beyond our shores, as well as American history. 

Tam enclosing, for your perusal, an interview which I got up 
last summer for an American paper, but which was not used, as 
I presume its tenor was too anti-British, 

I have had occasion to investigate conditions in the Latin- 
Americas ‘socially, politically, as well as commercially. The re- 
sult of my investigations proved to me that Latin-America is 
one of the great fields where the nations are competing for 
commercial supremacy. England, Germany and France have 
controlled those nations in the past and America has just begun 
to make some headway in those lands. The Germans in the last 
decade have made considerable headway, and up to the present 
European war, were driving the English pretty hard. The 
French, who, at one time, were ahead of us commercially, have 
now dropped behind the United States and are fourth on the 
list. Anyone who analyzes conditions in South America com- 
mercially, must have come to the conclusion that war between 
England and Germany was a settled thing some five years ago, 
for Germany offended in securing trade advantages and pushing 

~ ahead at such a pace, that it seemed but a short while when she 
would displace England. Therefore, her wings must be clipped, 
and all that was needed was simply the time and the opportunity 
which has recently presented itself. 

My observation and experience in those countries is that a 
North American is just as cordially hated by the English as 
the German is. Why? Simply because North America has en- 
tered the arena and is competing for business, and is forging 
ahead. 

‘That canal building, also, is a “thorn in the side” of England 
especially. It is something that her Britannic Majesty cannot 
digest, although she has, in part, succeeded in taking it away 
from us. Not in the manner in which she stole the Suez Canal 
through Beaconsfield from the imbecile Khedive of Egypt in 
1879, but in another and not less artful manner—for while she 
paid the Khedive ten million dollars for a controlling interest 
in Suez, she, on the other hand, has not expended dollar for 
Panama and she will make “Uncle Sam” maintain and defend 
it whilst she uses it on the same basis as ourselves. In addition 
thereto, she has her frowning fortresses in the West Indies that 
command the entrance of our canal, and with our continued 
asinine policy of unpreparedness, the time may come when, 
with her usual century-long-tactics, she will egg some nation to 
war against us, and then take possession of our four hundred 
million dollar canal and hold it in trust for humanity and civil- 
ication, as Japan has recently taken Tsing Chou and the Marshall 
Islands from the Germans for the benefit of humanity and 
civilization, as she notified America. 

‘About the time this interview, which I am attaching, was 
written, ex-President Roosevelt had just visited South America 
and the English press of South America, as well as its London 
correspondents, were engaged in an effort to efface the good 
impression which he had made, by publishing infamous stories 


about him, About that time also came dispatches from London 
to the Cincinnati Inquirer, saying that a revolution was rife in 
Brazil. They claimed that the revolution was in the State oi 
Ceara and that the revolutionists were besieging the capital at 
Rio de Janeiro. As a matter of fact, there was a strike of 
laborers in Ceara, mostly darkies, and to show the absurdity of 
the statement that the Brazilian capital was in danger of siege 
and destruction, is evident when we realize that Ceara is 2,500 
miles north of Rio de Janeiro and can only be reached by sa, 
for there are no railroad communications, and for a land force 
to march from Ceara to Rio de Janeiro they would have to pass 
through swamps, deserts, cross mountains and rivers, which 
would require a year or more if anybody survived the journey. 

These dispatches which appear in North American papers 
from South America, are similar to the dispatches which are 
frequently found in the South Ami papers about North 
Americans—all these dispatches traveling to South America or 
North America via London. London censors all the news te- 
tween North and South America—the method being to show 
what bad actors South Americans are and to show South Amer- 
icans what barbarians North Americans are. The scheme is to 
keep the two halves of the Western Hemisphere apart so that 
Europe, and England principally, can continue to have undis- 
puted control commercially of the Latin Americas, 

Europe owns practicay a mortgage on South America, for 
they control all the bonds—Federal, State, Municipal and Indus- 
trial, They control the transportation, cables, and the news 
service and they just allow the great big boastful United States 
to have a wee bit of the commerce to keep us quiet. 

I hope that the present European troubles will be the means 
of awakening our countrymen, and cause them to investigate 
and to read and think and to digest and to realize that the 
greatest tyranny to-day in America is the tyranny of the press- 

Tam not a German, have no German antecedents, My fore- 
fathers on the paternal side landed in Massachusetts Bay Colony 
from England in 1637, and on the maternal side landed in Louis- 
iana from France about 125 years ago. Therefore, prejudices, 
if I have any, would be against Germany. Iam a simon pure 
American who knows American history and who knows that 
our bitterest, most subtle and hypocritical enemy is England. 
She has fought us with the bayonet and with diplomatic intrigue 
and duplicity since 1700, to present date. Germany and Americà 
are her two great commercial rivals. They must be downed, 
Germany by the sword and America by cunning and diplomatic 
traps and by the sword later on, not of England, but some other 
nation that will do England's dirty work, for England never 
fights her own battles. She is cunning enough to make others 
draw the chestnuts out of the fire for her. 

Yours very sincerely, 
Stoney Stony, 
President, North & South American Trading Co» 
Louisville, Ky- 


Allentown, Pa, Dec. 14, 1914 
My Dear Sir: ere! 

‘As a lover of principles and fair play, for some time in the 
past few months I have had a desire to express to you and your 
colleagues my appreciation of your work in Tue FATHERLAYD. 
Indeed, I feel grateful in the extreme for the enlightenment 
your paper has given me on this, the most terrible of all wats: 
And if it were not for the discovery of your periodical that bas 
given me a sidelight to read between the lines of our pernicious 
American press I might still be cursing the Kaiser for this Wit. 
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as I did at the outset. Surely, our blinded Americans must 
sooner or later, awaken to all this'accursed duplicity and injus- 
tice of the British, 

‘This Woes not mean, of course, that all newspapers are in this 
combination, but there äre an awful fot of American newspapers 
that are controlled by the sime influences that control South 
American newspapers and those influences are European and 
principally British, 

T hope that. the present European war will open the eyes of 
our countrymen to the importance of controlling our own 
cables to South America and other parts of the world, as well 
a3 controlling our own news service and to realize that commerce 
is war and that England has no more love for us than she has 
for the Germans, and that our turn will be next if they get 
Germany, 

I believe that if your paper had been called by some other 
name than Farnertaxo if would accomplish a great deal more 
good, for the word “Fatherland” naturally indicates something 
German and the opposition says, of course, he is a German and 
that js the German side of it. The name should be more Ameri- 
can and should go out among the readers all over the land as an 
independent American publication seeking to place the facts be- 
fore the people. This is simply a suggestion on my part. 

Be assured, a few of our cultured Americans appreciate what 
Germany has done for this world. My heart goes out to the 
German cause, Iam an American of five generations, with a 
mixture of the blood of three nations, two of which are Allies; 
but proudest am J of my mother's whose ancestors came from 
the land of Beethoven! 


Sincerely yours, 
C, T. Ramsey. 
Dear Sir: 
Since the beginning of the war I have spent my time in 
Europe, visiting. France, England, Belgium, and Germany, as 
correspondent for the Boston Journal. Returning last week I 


found what appeals to me as being an astounding situation in 
the newspaper circles of this town and in Jocal public opinion. 
T knew, of course, that American sentiment was pro-Ally and 
anti-German; and that the newspapers were nursing that senti- 
ment. But I did expect to find more than one paper in my home 
city playing fair. 

Tam told that one paper here captioned the report of a Ger- 
man victory in its regular style and found that it's circulation 
fell off by thousands the next day. Its editors have been or- 
dered not to headline another Germany victory daring the dura- 
tion of the war. 

Another paper finds that a pro-German headline of the mildest 
sort can be depended to reduce the next day's circulation by a 
thousand copies. Can you conceive of a rottener state of af- 
fairs? Of course the newspapers are responsible themselves. 
They dashed into this business with a scratch judgment that 
Germany was all wrong; and haying swung the people around 
to that idea haven't the courage to reverse themselves to the 
extent of telling even a part of the truth. I recognize the fact 
that we are a stupid people; that we are an ignorant people; 
that we are impulsive; that we like to let some one else do our 
thinking for us. I know that a newspaper has to he run with 
both eyes on the business office, 

But with all our belch and bellyache about a free press I have 
liked to think that on a big issue most of our papers would be 
glad to tell the truth at the expense of cireulation; that there 
was decency enough among the American people to listen to the 
truth without wanting to lynch the teller. 

I have been accused of being pro-German in my writings. 
I'm not, I don’t think Germany is all right nor all wrong, But 
I do think that she is entitled to have the truth told about her,— 
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. And I don’t believe 
Germans want anything more or any less than that. Do they? 

If the Germans can stand the truth why can't the Americans? 
Yours, 

Hattsoay Wernsxsroox, 


Dec. 16, 


THE BRITISH MENACE 


WE reprint below an article which appeared, double-leaded, 
at the head of the editorial columns of the Washington 
Post of December 19 under the heading: 


“ORITISHE MILITARISM ON THE SEA—THE REAL MENACE” 


‘The British admiralty proudly announces that the new cruiser 
Caroline ‘has Veen camplgted at Birkenhead in record time tea 
and one-half months from the date of laying the keel, The 
Caroline was to have been delivered on May 31, 1915, and her 
completion and acceptance on December 17 is justly acclaimed as 
a triumph of British ship-building. She is a light cruiser of 
3800 tona, with 30 knots speed. E K 
Mr, Winston Churchill, first lord of the admiralty, recently 
stated that more vessels were being built in England than were 
being destroyed by the enemy. ‘The British navy, he said, was 
ranger than it had been at- the beginning of the wor, aa was 
rapidly increasing its proponderance over the Germany navy. 
us Great Britain moves forward toward her goal—the abso- 
Inte mastery of the sea. ‘There is no concealment about it, 
Militarism on land is a hateful thing, to be fought and destroyed 
if it takes all the nations of Europe to do it, But. militarism 
On the sea is an admirable thing, so long as it is British militar- 
ism, That is the British view which the world is asked to accept. 
_, How can the United States be expected to rest at ease, without 
increasing its navy; in the face of Great Britain's determination 
to build such a gigantic navy? How can there be any assurance 
Of peace in the world while one nation plans to dominate all the 
Gear BER Appeals for the sympathy of the work, and espe- 
k n for the 
Sally for the sympathy of the United States, om the ground that 


she is “fighting America’s battle against mi Germany 
is held up as an ogre to frighten Americans. Germanys great 
military machine is denounced as a menace to the world, 


must Pe des or America con be secure. 
Bor waar asor fermen Mnarani? What about the mobile 
military machine which England con move against our ports and 


against the Panama Conal? GERMANY'S ARMY IS NOT A MENACE 
To TuE UxrTEp STATES, BECAUSE IT CANNOT CONE TO THESE SHORES. 
Bur BEITAIN’S NAVY CAN COME, AND IT CAN BRING AN ARMY 
wiru IT. 

If Great Britain is honestly trying to do away with militarism 
and lift the burden of war taxes from all people, it is high time 
that a declaration should be made that the British navy will be 
curtailed. The world is entitled to an assurance of British 
faith, Without such assurance no nation will be justified in 
Keeping down naval expenditures. 

There is no distinction to be made between German militarism 
and British militarism., The United States does not relish being ~ 
threatened by either kind of militarism. It will not consent t0 
the overlordship of Great Britain. The unctuous suggestion thot 
all nations should yield the seas to Great Britain thet she will 
look after them—that her yoke is eary ang her intentions honor- ~ 
ablo—is not at all reassuring to Americans. They do not want a 

joke, even a British yoke. They do not ask Great Britain to 

yok after them, és 

Years and years of friction with Great Britain over shipping 
questions, and the experience of two wars with her are a con- 
nual reminder to Americans that they must rely upon them- 
selves if they would be free upon the seas and upon land. Brit- 
ish aggression and interference with American commerce is just 
as intolerable as German aggression and interference would be. 
We have had the first, and are still confronted with vexing com- 
plications; while German interference is an imaginary thing, 

Until and unless Great Britain gives the world somie assurance 
that she is not intending to build up a militarism of the sea 


Americans will never consent to the proposal shat thelr inde- 


pendence and the integrity of their coasts shall be guaranteed by 


the friendly navy of Great Britain, 
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A GERMAN WOMAN ON THE WAR 


Germany’s Destiny as Seen by Ricarda Huch 
(To Germans the name of Ricarda Huch conjures up the foremost woman novelist of to-day. “The intellectual scope of 


Ricarda Huch,” remarks the “Review of Reviews, 


is almost illimitable. She is acquainted with all the relations of life. She 


is at home in the hovels as well as in the palaces. Her beautiful style illuminates the events of life and lifts them into o loftier 
sphere” Ricarda Huch hos stopped, for the time at least, to write novels, She is now explaining the German character to a 


hosti 


J HOSOEVER in these days of the world war successively 
reads newspapers of the nations involved, and sees how 
cach party to the war accuses the opponents of barbarism and of 
all imaginable bad traits; how each one is convinced that God 
must give him victory, firstly because he is in the right and sec- 
ondly because he represents culture and civilization, will not be 
able to ward off a feeling as if he were one of the on-lookers of 
a great comedy-drama. He will gain the impression that all 
human beings in their innermost are very much alike, and that 
the differences only touched accidental traits, which, during 
events deeply shaking the whole world, receded simultaneously 
with culture. 

‘One thing is certain, namely, that the human instinets: love, 
hatred, revengefulness, envy, etc, are alike everywhere; that 
they, once they are strongly brought into play, will have in their 
train similar or nearly similar effects, Thus during every war 
every nation will have a tendency to see in the opponent the in- 
imical, the hateful, in itself; will be more apt to be drawn to 
feelings of anger, to unjust judgments, to unseemly actions; but 
just on the very background of the resemblance, differences will 
stand out in accordance with personal peculiarities of each peo- 
ple, before which the examples for the assertion that there is 
nothing new under the sun, and that he who knows one human 
being well, knows all men recede. 

‘The traits which are typical of the German and form distinc- 
tions of character different from other European nations, espe- 
cially as to the Latin and Slavic races are, first of all, the serious- 
ness of his thought, with which are connected honesty, thorough- 
ness and exactness, and then his impressionability. 

Of course, the German also has the desire to equalize the con- 
trasts of life; but he does not delude himself concerning them 
permanently; neither does he deny their existence nor flee from 
them, but he shoulders their burden in the hope and conviction 
that he will be able to fathom and conquer them. This probably 
is a point that is significant of the German way; his submission 
to fate and the determination to conquer it, the deepest study of 
every problem and the will to struggle for its solution, although 
such solution appear theoretically impossible. While to take a 
keen philosophical pleasure in human suffering is a peculiar trait 
of the Slav, while the Italian loves to treat it with skeptic de- 
rision, and the Frenchman not always realizes its full depth, the 
German accepts it, but not in order to hopelessly submit to it, 
but to utilize it in modeling his spirit and for self-education. 
The constant carrying of a load of ideas and problems does not 
make the German suitable for initiative, and it is well known 
that the great ideas in the world’s history mostly were 
by other nations, although their final solution and tests were ac- 
complished on German soil. One entirely German effort is a very 
characteristic one, namely, rotestantism. In so far as this affects 
the outer life, other countries reached their goal with it first; 
Germany wrestled with the inner problems of it, and is, as a mat- 
ter of fact, still struggling with them; to learn beyond the 
symbol the way and the nature of the last things and to obtain 
a complete realization of the ideal demands made by conscience 
upon man. 

‘This same, somewhat clumsy, serious view is taken by the 
German of everything that he does, and he has also carried this 


world, Her onalysis of the Teuton it remarkable for its accuracy and insight. In the following article she presents the 
German as he really is and not as his enemies would have him.) 


seriousness into the field of material development so character- 
istic of all Europe during the nineteenth century, If the ability 
to take things lightly is a very lovable social trait, it also 
is, to a certain extent, valuable everywhere; for everything, art, 
science, religion, has an outer side for the satisfactory establish- 
ment of which it is necessary that the retarding obstacles shall 
be overcome, The effect of the clumsiness, constant seriousness, 
that lack of form shows most unfavorably in material things, 
which, with thoroughness applied to them, at once assume a 
heavier, a still more material appearance, and it cannot be denied 
that the increasing, visible wealth could have been borne with 
much more grace than has been the case in Germany, Amidst 
the nation of thinkers and poets, enterprise and purse-pride, ac- 
companying evidences of unfamiliar riches, became unpleasartly 
conspicuous; the achievements in industries and commerce could 
not compensate for the spiritual accomplishments first of all 
expected from Germany, But it was erroneous to assume that 
German idealism had disappeared; as it was once among the ris- 
ing bourgeoisie, thus it has been for the last half century among 
the working class, and the advances made by them are certainly 
worthy to be considered the most momentous result of that 
time. Nowhere else has the rise of the workman, as well as that 
of the woman's cause, met with so much systematic opposi- 
tion as in conservative Germany; but then again opposition 
finally is of benefit to those striving upward. In long and per- 
sistent struggles, the workman's class has attained an efficiency, 
thoroughness and self-respect, which had an opportunity to 
demonstrate their worth most brilliantly at the very outbreak of 
the war. Even the opposing political parties readily admit what 
Germany owes to social democracy. One probably cannot say 
that the spiritual level of the upper classes in Germany had been 
raised, in comparison to the time of a hundred years ago; that of 
the lower classes, on the other hand, certainly did rise and thus 
the nation has been welded into a more uniformly harmonious 
organism and has consequently become more efficient. 

Even if one, retrospectively viewing the last century, cannot 
call German culture as fully equalized, or as completed, yet the 
most notable and praiseworthy of German peculiarity lies in the 
very manner in which the Germans realized could 
point out to a German more correctly and pointedly wherein he 
Jacked than he himself was constantly aware of. As opposed to 
the self-satisfied, who, of course, also could be found, there was 
the great number of those who consciously suffered under the 
Jack of their culture, and who strove in a real, German manner 
to work against these shortcomings firstly by theorizing. — „ 

The thing that has bestowed the reputation of the “barbarian 
upon the German in alien lands is above all his inability to express 
himself in a pleasing manner. In Germany, there are many 
people who are outwardly rough, lacking in taste, miserable and 
insignificant, although they are inwardly rich, noble, full of fantasy 
and capable of lofty mental attainments. An exaggerdted sensi- 
tiveness or fecling of justice holds them back; they would rather 
be considered mentally poor than use an expression that would, 
in the slightest, be considered as being beyond their real mental- 
ity; therefore, the German, in his intercourse with the world, 
easily appears rough and awkward, or stiff and cold; whencvet 
he, on the other hand, as, for instance, under the influence 
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liquor, begins to talk freely, he easily oversteps the boundary of 
the pleasing. In those circles, however, where the pleasing form 
is mastered, this mostly is accomplished at the expense of that 
seriousness and that wealth of thought which, after all, are the 
adornment of the German. Those for whom it is natural to ex- 
press, in appearance and action, a harmonious, matured mental- 
ity, are as yet bat few; but whoever knows Germany well will 
feel here and there that he has found this cultural ideal, which 
once reached might prove the highest. 

Whereas the German himself admits his shortcomings he also 
may demand that his virtues be recognize: tis painstaking dili- 
gence, his perseverance, his pedantry, his love of order, modest 
virtues which foreign countries in general heretofore have grant- 
ed to be his. In unison with these, German genius of organiza- 
tion brought into being the gleaming aspect of the cities, which, 
as far back as the time of the renaissance, was the object of ad- 
mization, even on the part of the Italians. The combination of 
old-fashioned, poetical cosiness, and modern practicability and 
wide roominess of the city life, is not found anywhere in such 
measure as in Germany. 

The foreigner, who so gladly visits these cities and remains in 
them, is met by the German, not exactly with the winning 
amiability of the son of the Sunny South, nor with the quiet 
politeness of the man from the North, but with accommodating 
regard and with the desire that the guest should feel at home 
with him, The trait of the German to appreciate and value that 
which is foreign, yes, often to over-value it, and to submit fully 
to its influence, has always been bitterly criticised, and violently 
Opposed, without such opposition or criticism ever causing him to 
change in this respect, except as far as appearance went of tem- 
Porarily; this trait is too closely united with his entire being and, 
one may say, with that which makes for his greatness. The 
ability to receive.all the seeds of the good and the beautiful, and 
to develop them to the full, the ability to observe appearances 
as separated from personal relations, ensure that the mental pro- 
ducts which grow from such soil are possessed of magnitude, 
richness, and universal recognition, It is true that Germany has 
been influenced by Italy in her art, in the development of her 
commonwealth by England, and in social life by France; but is 
that to be regretted? That would be the case only if things for- 
cign would supersede peculiarly German traits. Whosoever is 
sure of himself may without let or hindrance give way to im- 
pressions; the ability to receive such on the part of the German 
is a proof of the very fact that he need not fear to lose his in- 
dividuality. Napoleon was surprised that a German poet, Schiller, 
made out of noted men and women of foreign nations, heroes of 
his dramas ; this would hardly be noticed by Germans themselves. 
Napoleon and Gustav Adolf—just to mention two well-known 
examples—are hardly celebrated as much in their own home 
countries as in Germany; understanding and admiration on the 
Part of the Germans have made of Shakespeare almost a national 
hero of their own. It is very significant that the German news- 
Papers so frequently contain warnings and reminders to the 
Germans not to show too much compassion for the Frenchmen 
captured, but even if they should succeed in assuming a scowling 
mien, the well-meaning spirit could not be suppressed and will 
always again manifest itself in deeds. : 

Although in keeping with the general European development, 
the national feeling in Germany has been strengthened in the 
nincteenth century, the German, by virtue of his ineradicable 
traits, is in tendency a world citizen and, therefore, a lover of 
Peace, The patriotism, which is founded upon exaggerated self- 
Assertion and belittling of the neighbors, is not the German's way 
and does not become him. His leaning towards his neighbors 
and his trust in them at times go to the extent of delusion, The 
dream of a great world and peace empire, wherein all states 
should be united in a common effort to advance culture and civil- 
ization surely will nowhere find so many adherents as in Ger- 


many. Much, a great deal too much, has during the past been 
tolerated by German princes from foreign princes; by German 
citizens from nobles; by German peasants from everybody else ; 
and by those at home and those abroad, the patience of the Ger- 
man “Michel” has been ridiculed; if he then finally does grow 
angry and defends himself everybody is surprised and almost 
indignant that the peaceful one could become so aggressive. 

Surely in no country is war desired by the great mass of 
the people; for does it not force man to leave and give up all 
that which is dearest to him; his work, his family, his habits, 
the aims of his ambition. May the last cause for war be the 
attempt to advance westward on the part of the Russians, or the 
prosperity and strength of Germany filling other states with 
apprehensions; may this be the last great dispute necessary in 
order to make possible a new union of states upon a new peace- 
ful foundation, It certainly is true that in every country involved 
the people in general believe that that country was forced into 
war. The Germans are absolutely of this conviction; and being 
of this conviction, they are carrying on the war with the same 
thoroughness, endurance and devotion, with the same seriousness, 
with which they approach every task, Their extraordinary gift 
of organization herein becomes of great value to them. It is 
very characteristic that the educated primarily consider the war 
as educational, insofar as privation and struggle bring into play 
and steel every fiber of strength, The tendency is to improve 
oneself during the war and sacrifices are made especially in the 
hope of inward gain.. When liars, or unknowing ones, accuse 
the German soldier of cruelties against innocent private persons, 
or of ruthless destruction of works of art, Germany in such case 
need not stoop to answer or defend herself; Germany owns 
ruins wantonly destroyed by enemies, but she has no works of 
art in her museams that were stolen from conquered enemies. 
‘The art of every country is so dear to the German that certainly 
many people in Germany, and also many German soldiers, have 
trembled for beautiful Belgian cities, although not to the extent 
they have trembled for human lives in danger. 

For centuries General Tilly has been accepted as the destroyer 
of Magdeburg, and yet it was he who saved the cathedral from 
the flames, although probably less in order to save the work of 
art than the sacred edifice, and the consciousness that he had 
succeeded in doing so probably was and had to be suficient for 
him; thus after this war is over, that which was saved will bear 
evidence for the Germans or at least will afford them satisfac- 


ion of Germany in the middle of Europe 
has been the designating factor for her history; this country was 
exposed to influences from every side, took part in everything, 
and her task to maintain her independence is not an easy one. 
What Germany has in common with the Slavic peoples, are the 
musical, meditative, good-natured, and inwardly qualities ; but she 
has more energy and creative power and in that respect stands 
nearer to the other nations, ‘The influences of the Romanic and 
English races have been utilized by Germany chiefly in order to 
receive for herself the attainment of form, and on her part again 
she has drawn therefrom the last conclusions in the sense of in- 
tensification and deepening. The Germans are religious in so far 
as from their innermost they are forced to connect everything 
that is earthly with that which is everlasting—a desire that they 
probably feel so very strongly for the very reason that they have 
Jess inclination than other nations toward creeds and symbolisms 
and their special aims. In this respect Germany may be called 
the bond between the nations and the bond between the perish- 
able and the imperishable; that probably also was meant when 
Germany, by virtue of her geographical position, was called the 
heart of Europe. By this it has never been meant that she would 
Tike to or could oppressingly rule Europe, but that she is in a 
position to mix the blood of the great organism in herself and re- 
impart it to all sides. 
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ADMIRAL VON TIRPITZ 


Admiral von Tirpitz, the Secretary of the Navy, is “the 
grand old man” of Germany. The navy under his ad- 
ministration, which has so far produced a Capt. Mueller, 
an Admiral von Spee, a Capt. Weddingen, a Karlsruhe 
and a Koenigsberg, a U-26, and which has broken 
through “the wooden walls of England,” and in defiance 
of tradition bombarded the British coast, is largely his 
work. At least he has put the finishing touches to the 
work of his predecessors, Caprivi, who introduced Prus- 
sian “militarism” into the navy, and Admiral von Koester, 
one of the indefatigable architects of this arm of Ger- 
many’s national defenses. But the individuality of Tir- 
pitz is stamped as indelibly upon the German marine as 
that of Bismarck is stamped upon the German Empire, 
and we recall no higher tribute to him than a cartoon in 
a recent issue of the New York Evening Sun in which 
the noted German admiral is represented holding up the 
British lion by one ear and contemptuously shaking the 
yelping beast. 

Tirpitz is the Moltke of the German navy. He is not 
a creature of beaurocratic expedience, but the head of his 
great department by grace of hard-won experience—in 
brief, a man who came up from the ranks, and whose 
ability found a prompt patron in the Kaiser, always on 
the alert for merit. 

What General von Hindenburg has been to the Rus- 
sians, von Tirpitz has proved to Britain, With a navy 
no larger than our own, it has been his problem to fight 
the combined naval forces of “the Queen of the Seas,” 
France, Russia and Japan, in the Indian Ocean, in the 
Pacific, the Atlantic, în the Baltic and the North Sea, He 
has made Britain tremble in her island stronghold and 
forced England to squeal pitiously because a German 
cruiser squadron broke through her “wooden walls,” her 
mines, her torpedo flotillas and gave her boasting popu- 
lation a foretaste of 2 German invasion. Wherever in 
this war England has achieved an advantage over Ger- 
many she has done so by a superiority of three to one. 
She no longer relies on h courage and seamanshi 
as in former times, but on her numerical superiority. 
There is a vast balance in favor of the German navy in 
the reckoning up between the two nations; by far the 
heavier losses in tonnage of warships England has had 
to bear, and Tirpitz has only begun to fight. 
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CHESTERTON CHALLENGES VIERECK TO 
DEBATE 


‘The following letters speak for themselves. „Mr. Chesterton, 
who is now on his way to America, is the brother to G. K. 
Chesterton and is considered to be England's premier debater. 
‘The date set for the event is January 17th at the Cort Theatre. 


December 18, 1914, 
My dear Viereck. 


You and I have quarreted in our day about many things, but 
these things now seem but minor matters compared to the im- 
mensity of this war. To you this war is I believe, what may be 
termed a selfish attempt to strangle Germany by nations infinitely 
inferior to your Fatherland, To me the war is something quite 
different—it is a war to destroy that form of slavery which 
Prussia has always and everywhere defended. . 

_ Lincoln has said that Slave States and Free States cannot exist 
side by side in a commonwealth; I agree, Nor can they in 
Europe. I believe that the existence of the comity of European 
nations is inconsistent with the continued presence of a strong 
military power acting upon the anti-moral assumption of Pruss 
Either all Europe, if not the whole world, must become Pri 
sianized—which God forhid!—or else Prussia must be destroyed. 
As we have debated things together in the past, so would I 
like to have debated with you this marvelous subject of, the 
War to Free the World! Bat a man has sapi forth from 
our army—a doughty champion—a man so much more capable 
of defending our cause than myself, that I must in, justice to 
our cause give way to him, Cecil Chesterton has asked me to 
convey to you his challenge to debate “Whether, the Cause of 
Germany or of the Allies is Just” Will you do it? Will you 
come forward to defend those things we know that we hate but 
which you say you love? We fling our gauntlet on the floor; 
will you pick it up? Yours sincerely, 

s ‘Louis H. Wetmoxt. 


December 26, 1914 
My dear Wetmore = j 
I 


‘ou have flung your gauntlet to me. I fling mine to you. 
am an American My grandfather on my mother’s side, as 
you may know, came to this country in 1848, My mother i5 a 
native of California, My father is an American citizen, And 
so am I, although I was born in Germany. In the momentous 
crisis that is now facing the world my sympathies are entirely 
ith Germany, not because of the accident of birth, but because 
I know that Germany's cause is just and that that’ cause is the 
cause of mankind, 

1 know Prussian militarism from personal observation, I do 
not fear it because I know that it is the most democratic institu 
tion in the world. But even if it were all that it seems to be in 
your excited imagination I would still prefer the Prussian sabre 
to the Russian knout. 

I know that Mr, Chesterton is one of the most brilliant de- 
fenders of the British conspiracy against the freedom of the stas 
and against Germany and her allies, but I do not hesitate to 
accept his challenge, for the righteousness of my cause Will 
atone for the shortcomings of its spokesman. 


S 
ncerely oari V o aa Y 


HOW ENGLAND MANUFACTURES 
“ATROCITY” STORIES 

E London recently a young English woman, Kate 
Hume, was sentenced to three months in the work- 
house for forgery in falsifying reports of German atroci- 
tics some time early in September. Inspired by hysterical 
hatred, she supplied the London Times with two letters 
alleged to have been written by Belgian priests, in which 
it was stated that her sister, Grace, serving as a hospital 
nurse in France, had suffered horrible mutilation by the 
amputation of both breasts by German soldiers. The 
Times published this tale of horror, and it was promptly 
cabled to the New York papers. No denial was ever 
made until Grace Hume, the reputed victim, turned up 
unharmed at her home in one of the suburbs of London 

and the priest’s letters were found to be forgeries. 
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A RETROSPECT AND A PROSPECT OF THE WAR 
SITUATION AT THE TURN OF THE YEAR 


By the Military Expert of “The Fatherland” 


WITH the New Year begins the sixth month of the great 
„YV War. It seems opportune to pause @ moment for an ob- 
jective retrospect and prospect; to review what had been ex- 
Pected in the beginning, what has been accomplished by our arms 
and what still remains to be done. The purpose of this is to ob- 
tain a general view of the situation, uncolored, and not for pur- 
poses of self-glorification; we must try, like a business man, to 
draw up a balance sheet, as it were, which enables us to get a 
clear idea of the expectations which we may hold of the coming 
year, 

The press of our enemies at different times have told us what 
this ty is. The Bulletin des Francais only lately published 
an essay entitled “German Strategic Error: which all the 
German capital blunders were enumerated which could not but 
result in the breaking down of the entire German army. We 
shall abstain from ‘ing like with like and endeavor to write a 
criticism on “mi French strategy"—although we might be 
more justified in doing so than they. It would be a useless waste 
of time, and we prefer to prove our enemies’ strategical mistakes 
by beating them, as we have done before, but not with pen and 
ink! We, therefore, deem it more profitable to coolly examine 
and estimate the prospects which our own military situation 
stems to offer us at present. r 

When, after the splendid advance of the German army in 
August the combined French and English armies, on all poin 
had been defeated and repulsed, the victorious rush came to a 
standstill with the battle on the Marne. By means of their ex- 
tensive railway net the French had succeeded in massing their 
armies between Verdun and Paris, where General Joffre, having 

of his flanks protected by these strong fortresses, accepted 
the onslaught of the German forces. 

While ı ition is due to the French army leaders for ac- 
complishing the feat to reform their beaten armies in so short a 
time and to bring them into this strategically favorable position, 
it must, on the other hand, be admitted that the task which the 
Germans encountered after their endless marches, was of ex- 
treme dificulty, seeing that they had strong fortresses of the 
enemy in their rear as well as on both flanks so that their lines 
of communications were dangerously threatened, È 

When after the partially successful attacks of the 2-5. armies 
on the Marne it was ized that the first army, which formed 
the right wing, ran the risk of being rolled up, the general staff 
decided upon the retreat—a retreat not of a beaten army, but 
Voluntarily undertaken for strategical reasons. 

What happened after this is known to everybody. 

The Russians in the meantime had tried to overrun East 
meaai and make the way free to Sines pees en Cis 

et and large masses of troops had to be transferred from the 
West to the East. The Russians were decisively defeated at 

‘annenberg.—not much was left of that army. 

Simultaneously the French and English tried to take advantage 
of the result of their operations on the Marne by, ‘endeavoring 
to surround the right (western) wing of von Kluck’s army. 
Troop after troop were thrown by rail to Northern France 
against this endangered wing. H i 

The French Army Journal is quite correct in saying that since 
the retreat from the Marne we were forced from the offensive 
into the strategic defensive. This is true enough, but, it, hap- 
pened with our fullest intention, because it is an impossibility in 
à war of two fronts to carry on the offensive on both sides at 
the same time, This is the elementary principle of the “opera~ 
tion on the inside line” We defeated the Russians at Tannen- 

and in the meantime had only to prevent in France that 
that, which we had won, would be lost again; that von Kluck's 
wing would not be crushed, and that our connections with Bel- 
sium would: not be endangered. | 

All this was successfully accomplished. : 

Not only did the French and English meet with the repeated 
surprise always to find themselves opposed by fresh German 
forces, until at last the coast put a stop to their endeavor to 
Outflank us; but also Maubeuge and Antwerp were taken, and 
the combined Belgian and English armies were beaten back. In 

e meantime we continued to fortify and strengthen our posi- 


tions between the Meuse and the North Sea, and the enemies 
were attacked whenever an opportunity presented itself. 

Then followed the second great operation against Russia: the 
broad frontal advance toward Warsaw and the Vistula in unison 
with the Austro-Hungarian armies. It has several times been 
pointed out—also in these columns,—that from the beginning 
the object of this operation was to draw the Russians on in a 
broad front toward the boundaries of Silesia and Posen, to de- 
stroy all their railroads and highways as thoroughly as possible, 
and then to attack both wings with superior forces. This vast 
operation of Hindenburg required great forces for its execution, 
for the entire millions of the gigantic Russian Empire stood op- 
posed to our allies and ourselves on Polish soil, 

From this it ought to be clear that we could not at the same 
time undertake a great action in France. There we kept with 
firm hand what we had taken before. When on the 18th of 
December General Joffre in an army order, which was published 
ly the press, reminded the French army of their glorious tradi- 
tions, and tried to spur them on to an attack which was to clear 
the foreign invaders off the French soil, when he made this 
supreme call for the often announced English-French general 
bee was scen that this offensive lacked strength and 
impetus entirely and broke down on all points. 

Wwe are beating them in Ru: and we are holding our own in 
France. 

Tt is evident that, armies consisting of millions of men cannot 
be beaten in one day,—especially, not on, Polish roads, in rain 
and frost r. 's master 

d frost and snow, Hindenburg’s and Conrad's masterly lead- 
ership forced the Grand Duke Nicholas to withdraw the entire 
front of his armies toward the Vistula, to evacuate West Galicia, 
and to abandon the siege of Cracow. It cannot yet be seen how 
far the strategic effect of the various battles of Wloczlawsk, 
Kutno, Sockaczew, Lodz, Scicrniewice, etc, will influence the 
campaign. This will chiefly depend on the question whether the 
Russians will succeed in holding the right wing so as to execute 
an orderly retreat behind the Vistula. 

If these operations should be successful it may pretty safely 
be assumed that the Russian offensive will be broken for some 
time to come, and considerable German forces will be released 
for use in the western arena of war. That is the moment when 
we shall regain our “freedom of action” here. If success will 
accompany the Germans’ plang—and chances are that it will,— 
that paper talk about “strategie errors,” ete, will have to sib- 
side for a while. We never underrated the strength of our ad- 
versaries, and it would be a sign of judgment of our 
General Staff if they had done so. On the contrary, before the 
war there were noticeable in Germany very exaggerated ideas 
four enemies capabilites 

The reliability of the General Staf’s war plans may be seen 
from the successful advance during the first four weeks of the 
campaign, General Jofire himself would to-day have to admit 
as an honest strategian, that the French army would have been 
hopelessly defeated if General French had not saved the left 


wing. 

What, we may ask, has been achieved by the Allies since thei 
“victory” on the Marne? Their advance has been practically nil. 
The Germans, however, are fighting on enemy's soil, and are 
holding occupied about one-tenth of the most productive of 
French territory, with all its flourishing industries. 

Tt would appear to us that the Germans have reason to be full 
contented with the achievements of their generals and their 
heroic troops. Although a decisive result, bringing peace in view, 
has not yet been obtained, still the military situation seems to be 
such that any time can bring forth this favorable decision, The 
“will to conquer” is an important asset that will lend success to 
the German armies. Afterwards, when the whole story has been 
told, there will be room enough for the critics to dispute about 
the “strategical errors”! 

Thus we enter the New Year, conscious of our power and 
strength, not underrating our opponents or the immense tasks 
which are awaiting us, but with a firm belief in the invincibilit 
of our banners which are waving over conquered soil, and whic 
bear the motto: “Nil sine magno vita lahore dedit mortalibus,” 
(Life has given nothing to us mortals without great labor.) 
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WOULD SEND IRONCLADS 


To Compel England to Respect 
Our Shipping, Declares Gov- 
ernor Colquitt of Texas 


Governor O. B. Colquitt, of Texas, has 
come out in a startlingly frank denunci 
tion of the Wilson administration, and 
while the Democratie C or of the 
Lone Star State can hardly be suspected 
of pro-German leanings, his strictures on 
the surrender of the administration to 
Great Britain, its one-sided neutrality and 
the ruinous influence of its pro-Briti 
policy on the prosperity of the country 
could hardly be more severe if they came 
from an avowed pai n of the Germ: 
cause, ed $19,000 to clect 
Is “The 
Wilson administration has been the gres 
est failure in the history of the Pre: 


the biggest and best crops in his history, 
and yet, because of the utter incompetence 
of the men in charge of the Government, 
its business is prostrated, its credit is im 
paired, and thousands of its people are 
starving,” declares the Governor, who 
blames the tariff for part of the evil, but 
goes on to say: 

“The Administration's foreign policy has 
been imbecile. Tt has allowed England to 
dictate conditions as to cotton shipments 
to European countries that enabled the 
English spinners to rob the American cot- 
ton growers of half the value of their crop. 

“England stopped Americon shipments 
until the English spinners had bought their 
supply ot 6⁄4 cents a pound and stored it 
in Texas and other Southern warchouses, 
Then England consented to declare cotton 
not contraband, and France followed suit 
a day or two later, Our Government 
weakly submitted to England's 
playing into the hands of the E: 
ners and betraying the American cotton 
growers ar completely as if thir country 
were an English vassal state. 


“Iv Titan mex Presmext I woutp save 
Serven NoIck ON EXcLAND’S PREMIER THAT 
OUR FOREIGN TRADE IN COTTON AND OTHER 
NON-CONTHARAND COMMODITIES WAS GOING 
PoRWARD WITH oR WITHOUT ExcLaxn's con- 
SENT, AND IP NECESSARY I woutn wave 
SENT AMERICAN MONCLADS T0 ENGL 
DOOR TO ENFORCE THAT NOTICE, 

“The Administration's repeal of the Pon- 
‘ama Canal tolls exemption in violation of 
the party's national platform was another 
weak surrender to England. Ti free tolls 
for American ships had not been repealed 
hundreds of American-owned ships flying 
a foreign flag would have come under the 
American flag to get the benefit of ex- 
emption and we would to-day have an 
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jermany's Hour of Destiny,” says Pro- 
fesor William R. Shepherd of Columbia, 
“is just the sort of book that should appeal 
to the American of open mind, It serves 
not to shake your neutrality but to strengthen 
it” Col. Frobenius has facts at his pen 
point, He has made this book brief but 
remarkably interesting and comprehensive. 
There is only a limited edition—so send 
your order early. 


Price 25 Cents 
THE FATHERLAND 


1123 Broadway - New York 
READ 
THE INTERNATIONAL 
George Srivaster Viereck 


Blanche Shoemaker Wagstaff 


The most fearless publication in Ametica, 
The magazine for men and women who 
dare to think. The International has pub- 
lished the work of such representative Get- 
man writers as Hauptmann, Sudermann, 
Wedekind, Schnitzler. The Interoational 
reflects the great modern spirit in the Drama, 
Fiction and Poetry, Some of the finest 
stories, poems and plays witten abroad 
have appeared for the first time in English 
in the pages of The International. Do you 
‘want to read things bit for growa-up people? 
If you do, subscribe to The Internotional- 


$1.50 a year 


THE INTERNATIONAL 


15 cents a copy 


1123 Broadway New York City- 


When Answering Advertisements Please Mention Tae FATHERLAND 


THE FATHERLAND 


13 


American merchant marine competent to| 
carry our goods to foreign markets. We 
have no such merchant marine, and to sup-| 
ply it the Wilton administration is pro- 
posing to spend the taxpayers’ money buy- 
ing a subsidized national shipping service.” | 


It is clear that Gov. Colquitt does not be- 
long to the Boston school of statesmen 
who rejoice in the sponsorship which Eng- 
land is exercising over our policies and who 
are trying to precipitate this country into 
war to pull the chestnuts out of the fire 
for Sir Edward Grey, It is a significant 
sign when men like Gov. Colquitt, former 
Secretary of State Philander C. Knox, and 
2 prominent newspaper like the Washing 
Post begin to arouse the people to th 


and her Cossack and yellow allies. Gov. 
Colquitt says that people in the South are 
starving. That is the result of permitting 
Mr. Cecil Spring Rice, the British Am- 
bassador, to exercise his spells upon Bryan 
and Daniels. Imports are diminished be- 
cause the European nations are storing 
their products for their own use, while our 
exports are at the mercy of English war- 
ships blockading our coasts. We have suf- 
fered a loss of $350,000,000 in ten months, 
only four of which came within the period 
of the war. This money is coming out of 
the pockets of the farmer, the tobacco 
grower, the cotton planter, the merchant 
and the wage-earner. It represents what 
Germany and Austria-Hungary buy of us 
when there are no English cruisers to pre- 
vent us from supplying their demands. To 
cover resultant deficits the people are fur- 
ther muleted of $200,000,000 special war 
taxes, Our gold is going to England to 
enable her to continue the war. The snug 
sum of $116,500,000 has gone in that way 
in five months, 

Gov. Colquitt would send ironelads to 
England to enforce the shipment of Amer- 
ican commodities “with or without Eng- 
land's consent.” ‘This has the old-time ring 
of a Jackson and a Cleveland. Will it 
awaken a single echo in the White House? 


« (The vigorous protest against English 
interference with American shipping issued 
President Wilson, just when this num- 
ber is going to press, proves that the Ad- 
ministration has at fast seen a light and 
that Mr, Wilson has adopted the point of 
yiew urged in Tue Farneataxp of Dec. 
23, 1914, Frepeercr F. SCHRADER. 


THE TURKISH ARMY 
(By Our Berlin Correspondent) 


The entrance of Turkey into the war is 
an event of great importance, and a de- 
scription of the present Turkish army— 
comprising 13 army corps and two inde- 
Pendent divisions—would now seem op- 
Portune, The Turkish soldier is brave, 
easily satisfied and hardy. He is able to 
stand plenty of hardship, as he has proved 
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in the second period of the Balkan War, 
where, in spite of the reverses he had suf- 
fered in the first part of the war he man- 
aged to retake Adrianople and a part of 
the territory which the Balkan powers had 
conquered. A great difference in the train- 
ing of some of the Turkish troops was 
noticeable in the Balkan War. Thus some 
well-disciplined battalions of the Turkish 
sharpshooter did excellent work. It was 
shown that the Turk who is well trained 
and provisioned makes a very good soldier. 
We must remember that Turkey entered 
upon the first Balkan War without suffi- 
cient practice in maneuvring great masses 
of troops. With the practical experience 
of two campaigns the situation to-day is 
entirely different. The cavalry has also 
played an important part in the Balkan 
War. A cavalry division was formed con- 
sisting of the three brigades of two regi- 
ments each, which were joined by horse 
artillery and machine guns. The command 
was entrusted to Galib Pacha, an efficient 
and trustworthy general. The division’s 
armament consisted of sabres and Mauser 
carbines; one regiment had lances. This 
division stood before the Turkish left wing 
and there had an opportunity to defeat a 
Bulgarian infantry-brigade near Vaij 
During the battle of Kirkkilisse this di 
sion again was at the left wing covering 
the retreat of the line from Lule Burgas to 
Baba Eski. In the battle of Baba Eski the 
division made a flanking movement around 
the right wing of the Bulgarians, thus 
drawing large masses of the enemy's troops 
after them. It is due to this activity that 
the left Turkish wing was saved and could 
slowly retreat with small losses to the po- 
sition of the Tschataldscha line. At any 
rate the small forces of Turkish cavalry 
have shown what they are able to accom- 
lish, 

‘The field-artillery is armed with modern 
quick-firing Krupp guns. Their sturdiness 
as well as their marksmanship is good and 
is deserving praise. But in the Balkan War 
serious defects were observed as to the 
telegraph and observation service; also the 
supplies of ammunition and horses were 
ir nt, To this were added the 
of the commissariat, due chiefly to 
the impassable roadways which gradually 
had changed into swamps and mires. At 
the beginning of the war the Turkish ar- 
tillery often went into positions without 
sufficient protection and thus had to suffer 
severe losses. Later on, however, the tac- 
tics were changed and the fighting ground 
was well chosen. The direction of the fir- 
ing of the different battery units also was 
not very efficient at the start; but when 
near the end of the campaign the Turks 
occupied the Tschataldscha positions, the 
Turkish artillery did excellent work. All 
hostile attacks were successfully repulsed, 
the artillery forming the backbone. of the 
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w too much for the 
Jonstorming enemies, ‘The heavy artillery 
also, the importance of which was clearly 
recognized by the Turks—especially ,du 
the battles around th 
tions—was greatly strengthened aiter the 
[Balkan War. Thus orders for thirty-six 
[10.5 howitzers were placed with Scoda’s; 
[and Krupp, likewise, received soon 
the war orders for a number of heavy 
howitzers. 

‘The chief trouble in the first Balkan War 
was duc to the poor working order of the 
commissariat. Anybody who knows the 
importance of this mighty apparatus will 
understand how much depends on its 
smooth working. It is highly probable that 
the Turkish army authorities have learned 
from their sad experiences and have intro- 
duced necessary reforms, which were es- 
pecially needed in the sanitary service. 


rected fire proving 


ted of several 


The aerial service consi 
airship divisions and of a school for aero- 
nautics at San Stefano. 

Three months passed before Turkey be- 
came a party to the present war, and it is 
very likely that she will have taken advan- 
tage of the experiences of the warring 
powers, It is to be expected that the de- 
fects of the army during the Balkan War 
are abolished. Under the leadership of the 
Prussian General Liman v. Sanders as 
Chief of the General Staff, and of Enver 
Pacha as Generalissimo the Turkish army 
will be an adversary which mast not be 
underrated by England and Ru: 


GERMAN-AMERICANS 


By Ernest Bruncken 
We stand and wait. Not one of all the 
leaves 
In the fair laurel garland that God weaves 
For our brave brothers in the Fatherland 
Can reach our brows, Ah, it is hard to 
stand 
Idly, and watch in soft security 
While others battle for bumanity, 
Against the darkness of the ancient East 
Sending once more the Mongol and the 
Hua 
With Bloody hands to make their savage 
feast 
Upon the land that ever bore the light 
Triumphantly through storms of blackest 
night 


To be the Spirit's guide and beacon sign. 


We stand and wait. Yet they do also serve 

Who wait as duty bids. Thus was the lay 

Of one who dared not by one foot-step 
swerve 

From the rough trail of right in that far 
day 

When England boasted of a nobler breed, 

Before she pawned her soul to sate her 
greed 

And made her bargain with fell Tamerlane! 
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